Mid-Week Report

August 25, 2021

Rev. J Alexander
I can be contacted here at
the church, 515.386.4315, via
email at frog_preacher@yahoo.com or at
home 515.386.2291

“The Parable of the Weeds “
Matthew 13:24-30

From the Minister’s Desk

This past Sunday we looked at scripture from the Gospel of Matthew that speaks to us about the
Parable of the Sower. We learned that there are four types of soil that can be found. Each of us
is one of those types of soil or perhaps a combination of them. This week we will take a closer
look at the Parable of the Weeds which is the next parable right after the Parable of the Sower.
What are those weedy things in our life? What are those things that keep us from being in closer
relationship with God and with our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ? Those weedy things might not
necessarily be bad things, they are often just things. Things that have become more important to
us than being in right and close relationship to God. It could be involvement in a social
organization. Perhaps it’s taking part in an athletic association that plays their games on Sunday
mornings. Those ‘weeds’ can be all sorts of things, activities, even people that you have allowed
to come between you and your walk with God.
Perhaps it’s time to shake up things a little bit in your life. Time to do some weeding, some
pruning. Cutting away those things in your life that are keeping you from being fed by the word
of God and taking part in fellowship and worship. I sometimes hear people say that they don’t
need to be in church to worship. Perhaps that can be true on an occasional basis but being in
church, in fellowship, in study is important to our spiritual growth. Dead branches that are no
longer connected to the vine are not going to bear fruit.
Jan Riggenbach writes a newspaper column about gardening. In an article she wrote about how
to plant bedding plants, we can learn something about Christian growth.
She says, “Giving new bedding plants some rough treatment at planting time, may be the best
thing you do to help them survive in the garden. When I was new to gardening, I tried set
tomatoes, petunias, and other bedding plants in the garden without disturbing their roots at all.
Nowadays, I’m much more ruthless.”
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Riggenbach says that she squeezes the bottoms of the flexible plastic pots to get the plants out of
their container and then she inspects the soil ball. “If the plant has been growing in its pot so long
that the roots are circling the bottom, I jab my finger into the bottom of the soil and pull down to
untangle the roots. If the whole pot is filled with circling roots, I have to be merciless. I don’t worry
if I break some of the roots. That’s better than allowing the roots to continue to circle when the
plants are growing in the garden. Most bedding plants shrug off this rough treatment.”
Christians often resemble rootbound plants. We grow complacent and comfortable where we are.
Our roots circle around and around in the same small area, no longer reaching out for life and
nourishment and growth. The healthiest thing God can do for us is to shake up our roots and put us
in new soil.
Perhaps it’s time for each of us to look at our connection to Christ and to church and determine if it
is time to stir up the soil, shake up our roots and prune away some unhealthy connections.
I look forward to seeing you around the table this coming Sunday.
Rev. J.

Join Rev. J as he searches for the
whole truth by comparing Christian
sayings with the wisdom of scripture.
Phrases that capture some element of
the truth, yet miss the point in
different ways.
Mondays beginning September 13th
at 7:00pm in the lounge.

Please let the office know before
September 10th

Please pray for the family of
Dorothy Van Horn who passed
away Monday. A celebration of life
will be held on September 12th
from 2:00 to 5:00 at the Greene
County Country Club.

Everyone is Welcome!









Thank you to Elma and Dallas, Lana
and Larry, Vicky and Kelsy for helping
with another successful run of Meals on
Wheels in August
The Blessing Box is still blessing
people. Vicky and I stock the pantry
and add fresh vegetables from The
Garden.
Keystone Sunday School class meets
on Sundays at 9:00 am. We are
currently studying Revelation and what
Jesus asked of the seven churches
Devotions time is on Tuesdays at 9:00
am in the lounge. “If we hang out with
Jesus and with PEOPLE whose gifts
and strengths differ from our own,
eventually we take on some of their
characteristics until we’re better
together than we would have been
alone”.

A big “Thank You” from the Greene
County Middle School for the
backpacks we donated. They will be
appreciated by many students in our
communities.
Exciting things are
happening with the
ALIVE program! New
chairs, tables and
white boards have
been purchased.
High chairs for the
little ones have also arrived. So many
things to be thankful for!

Webb House chaperones needed
for October!
Fridays from 7:00 to 9:00 pm.
Contact Sherry Reed at 386.2704
to volunteer!

Wednesday, September 15, 2021
5:30 to 7:00 pm
Central Christian Church of Jefferson
108 N Elm St

515.386.4315

Explore the Beatitudes
Light meal, games, music, crafts, fellowship and FUN!!
Call the church for more information!

515.386.4315

EVERYONE IS WELCOME

