Mid-Week Report

September 22, 2021

Rev. J Alexander
I can be contacted here at
the church, 515.386.4315, via
email at frog_preacher@yahoo.com or at
home 515.386.2291

“A Community of Refuge”
Ephesians 2:11-22

From the Minister’s Desk

Reconcile. What does that word mean to you? Webster’s Dictionary defines the word reconcile as
“to make friendly again, to adjust or settle to harmonize.” It further defines the word
reconciliation as “Act of reconciling; renewal of friendship.”
These past few weeks we have been looking at a series of parables in the Gospel of Matthew
about the kingdom of heaven. These next two Sundays we are going to be talking part in giving an
offering to a special emphasis in our denomination on Reconciliation. The first Sunday in October
is that special day that we commemorate as World Communion Sunday.
I wonder again; what does reconciliation mean to you? I think it is far more than just the renewal
of friendship. What if there were no friendship to begin with? What if we need to be seeking to
do justice, to speak up and speak out for those who are marginalized in some way? What if we
see examples of racism, sexism, misogyny? Do we stand idly by and say or do nothing? What
about if someone is telling untruths about someone? The term we hear often these days is
gaslighting.
We live in a community that is one that is not very culturally diverse. Certainly not much we can
do about that or have much influence over but we can do is be aware of what is going on in the
broader community, in our country, and in our world. It falls to us as followers of Christ to speak
up, to speak out, to have a presence when we see wrong being done.
When we are in conflict with others, with those near us, God calls us to seek reconciliation as a
first priority. Among the reasons is our own personal safety and the safety of others. Some years
back the Associated Press reported that hospital emergency rooms in the United States treated 1.4
million victims of violence or suspected violence. Is this all about crime on the streets? The
Justice Department analyzed the data and reported in one year that roughly half of the victims
were hurt by someone they knew. Seventeen percent of the victims, were injured by a spouse,
former spouse, or a current boyfriend or girlfriend. Eight percent of the victims were injured by a
relative such as a parent or child. Twenty-three percent hurt by friends or acquaintances.

God knows that hostile feelings between family and friends are literally dangerous. There is no
telling how broken relationship will end.

We see so much hate, strife and enmity in our world today. It is way past time for us to step us as
people of faith to do all that we can to make this a better place for all to live in. If we are going to
make the statement that “All Are Welcome at the Table,” then we truly need to mean that all are
welcome at the table!
I look forward to seeing you around the table this coming Sunday morning.
Shalom, Rev. J.

Today is International Day of Peace. This day is observed around the world as an
opportunity to call for nonviolence and to celebrate the work of peacebuilding.
This is also a day when we hold up places in our world experiencing violence. This has
been a particularly violent year in Colombia where widespread protests have elicited a
brutal response from the Colombian police. Over 4,000 have been injured by police
violence and at least 73 protesters and bystanders killed by police, mostly young
people, many of them members of Colombia’s indigenous and Afro-Colombian
communities.
On this International Day of Peace Global Ministries partners in Colombia will be
marching in a Pan y Paz (Bread and Peace) march calling for peace. In solidarity, let
us take action for peace in Colombia by calling on members of Congress to suspend
aid to the Colombian police until police brutality stops and take steps to protect those
who are protesting and advocating for social change in Colombia.
Support partners working for peace and justice by giving to support projects
promoting peace with justice around the world.

The Reconciliation Ministry Special Offering will be received in congregations this year on September 26th and
October 3rd. Our theme is “Revealing God’s Justice: The Time is Always Ripe to Do What is Right.” Now, in the
aftermath of the death of George Floyd, violence against Asian and Pacific Islanders, and the deadly inequities of the
Coronavirus Pandemic, is the time for our Church to strengthen its commitment to actively seek God’s justice.
Reconciliation Ministry is the church wide mission fund which supports programs and program partners that enable
full human flourishing for everyone in every community. As followers of Christ, we believe every life is precious and
valued in God’s beloved community. Your generosity has supported our ability to provide grant awards to Bethany
College’s Equity Community Guide, Diversity Audit and the Region of Greater Kansas City’s Becoming Beloved
Community Program, as well as denominationally-sponsored educational events such as Facing Brokenness and
Love is an Action Word webinars.
We believe that the Christian Church (Disciple of Christ) is uniquely equipped to encourage racial equity and justice
in the communities where we worship and serve. Your gifts to Reconciliation Ministry promote our mission of creating
a just and loving society. The prophet Isaiah reminds us that God’s salvation is for ALL of us. The scripture in Isaiah
56:1 reads, “This is what the LORD says: “Maintain justice and do what is right, for my salvation is close at hand and
my righteousness will soon be revealed.” We all have a role in revealing God’s justice. It is our call as the community
of faith, the body of believers, and the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Your giving promotes our capacity to
respond and to reveal God’s love and justice in such a time as this!

Next time you’re headed to the grocery store, bulk up your shopping list with a few of these nonperishable items for The Blessing Box. They’re the items food pantries—and your neighbors in
need—can really put to good use.
1. Applesauce
Plastic jars of unsweetened applesauce provide a quick snack, fiber and vitamin C. Applesauce also keeps
well on food bank shelves.
2. Canned Beans
Loaded with protein and fiber, canned beans provide an excellent, nutritious way to fill a hungry tummy.
Opt for the low-sodium varieties whenever possible.
3. Canned Chicken
It’s simple to toss this non-perishable item into soups and casseroles or add it to a sandwich or cracker. Its
versatility and high protein content make it a popular item at food banks.

4. Canned Fish (Tuna and Salmon)
Canned fish has vitamins, omega-3 fatty acids and protein, and it makes for a quick and easy meal. Food
banks are most in need of canned tuna and salmon.
5. Canned Meat (SPAM and Ham)
Grab some SPAM or canned ham and drop it into a food donation bin. It’s shelf-stable, doesn’t require
much prep or equipment to eat, and delivers a quick hit of protein to keep individuals feeling full for longer.
6. Canned Vegetables
Colorful, nutrient-dense and fiber-rich vegetables are always in high demand, and canned varieties last the
longest on a food bank’s shelves. Look for low-sodium options.
7. Cooking Oils (Olive and Canola)
Food banks rely heavily on these essential and pricier items being donated. Canola and olive oils are the
best choices because of their monounsaturated fats and mild flavor.
8. Crackers
Perfect as a snack or as a base for canned meats, crackers are shelf-stable and portable, making them
ideal for snacks and lunches. Whole grain crackers are the best bet.
9. Dried Herbs and Spices
It’s hard to cook a tasty meal without herbs and spices, so drop some in your cart to donate. Stick to the
basics, like oregano, basil, cumin, pepper, rosemary, thyme and cinnamon.
10. Fruit (Canned or Dried)
Fruit, whether dried, canned or in plastic cups, makes excellent snacks for kids and adults and provide
some nutrition and fiber. Choose those that are packed in water or fruit juice rather than sugary syrups.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2021 * 5 PM CDT – 8 PM CDT
Braeden Turner Fundraiser
Join us at Clover Hall for this fundraiser event to benefit Braeden Turner and his
family as he recovers from injuries sustained in a moped accident.
The evening will include a box meal, shirt sales, along with other
opportunities for donation.













The Blessing Box is still blessing people.
Vicky and I stock the pantry and add fresh
vegetables from The Garden.
Keystone Sunday School class meets on
Sundays at 9:00 am. All are welcome!
Devotions time is on Tuesdays at 9:00 am in
the lounge.
Chaperones are needed at The Webb House
on Fridays in October
Please save any paper boxes you may have.
They will be used for this year’s Harvest
Baskets
We need Webb House volunteers for
October. Fridays, from 7:00 to 9:00 pm
Flowers for the city of Jefferson were
transitioned to fall décor on September 12th.
Thanks to Shari and Vicki
Devotions will begin at 10:00 am on Tuesday,
October 19th at The Gardens. We need one
or two volunteers. It has been awhile since
we were able to provide this service and we
are excited to begin anew. Masks will be
required.

Prayer of Reflection and Confession
Holy One, I said 'oops' this week;
I forgot to hold someone's hand;
I said the wrong thing to a friend in pain;
I didn't finish what I said I'd do;
I didn't look for you in the eyes of the
stranger.
Holy One, forgive me my 'oops'
and help me to forgive others their 'oops.'
Wrap me up safe in your grace,
and give me the courage to keep on
trying. Amen.

Jane O. Sorenson
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Greeter: Sharyl Powers
5
Elder: Joey
9:00 Keystone
10:00 Worship
6:30 NA Meeting
Greene County
Singers

6

7
9:00 Devotions

8

9

10

11

12
Elder: Bonnie
Youth: Bonnie
9:00 Keystone
10:00 Worship
Potluck following
services
6:30 NA Meeting
Greene County
Singers

13
11:00 Planting of
uptown planters

14
9:00 Devotions

15
5:30 ALIVE

16

17

18

19
Elder: Elma
9:00 Keystone
10:00 Worship

20
7:00 Book Study

21
9:00 Devotions

22
5:30 ALIVE

23

24

25

29
5:30 ALIVE

30

7:00 Book Study

10:00 Greene
County Clergy
Assoc. Mtg.

6:30 NA Meeting
Greene County
Singers

Elder: Mark
Youth: Rita
9:00 Keystone
10:00 Worship
6:30 NA Meeting
Greene County
Singers
Reconciliation
Sunday Special
Offering

7:00 Board Mtg.

27
7:00 Book Study

28
9:00 Devotions

